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Asking Good Questions to 
Enable Student-Centered 
Practice



In this session:

▪ Engaging learners with content

▪ Asking ‘good questions’

▪ Enabling more student-centered practice (especially 
speaking practice) in the classroom

▪ Q & A



▪ Reading and 
exploring more

A ‘virtuous cycle’

▪ Output of language 
and ideas

▪ Discussion and 
critical thinking

▪ Input of language 
and ideas

▪ Authentic and 
relatable content



▪ Can you force a 
student to learn?

▪ Sir Ken Robinson

▪ Educators are not 
factory workers

▪ Teachers are like 
gardeners or 
farmers…

How do we help learners to learn?





▪ Our best approach 
is to provide the 
right conditions 
for developing … 
what?

How do we help learners to learn?



▪ Engagement

▪ Academic reading 
and writing skills

▪ Critical thinking 
skills

▪ What are some 
good conditions?

How do we help learners to learn?



Engaging with authentic content

▪ We use content to engage learners

▪ A wide range of content and ideas

▪ Show the usual in an unusual way











https://cp.cengage.com/multipleliteracies 

https://cp.cengage.com/multipleliteracies


Ideas & critical thinking

▪ Open-ended tasks

▪ No single correct answer (if you can justify it)

▪ Discussions and sharing

▪ Good conditions for practice & learning



Reflect R&W 2 
(CEFR A2)



Reflecting on ideas and learnings



Specific focus on skills



Blooms Taxonomy

Create

Evaluate

Analyze

Apply

Understand

Remember

Lower-order 
thinking skills

Critical 
thinking

Creative 
thinking

Higher-order 
thinking skills



https://www.structural-learning.com/post/webbs-depth-of-knowledge 

https://www.structural-learning.com/post/webbs-depth-of-knowledge
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/webbs-depth-of-knowledge
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/webbs-depth-of-knowledge
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/webbs-depth-of-knowledge
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/webbs-depth-of-knowledge
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/webbs-depth-of-knowledge
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/webbs-depth-of-knowledge
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/webbs-depth-of-knowledge
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/webbs-depth-of-knowledge


Adapted from: 

“Cooperative learning 
and higher-level thinking: 
The Q-matrix”

Wiederhold, 1995

Asking good questions



Adapted from: 

“Cooperative learning 
and higher-level thinking: 
The Q-matrix”

Wiederhold, 1995

Asking good questions



Reflect R&W 2 
(CEFR A2)



Reflect R&W 1 
(CEFR A1)



▪ Reading and 
exploring more

A ‘virtuous cycle’

▪ Output of language 
and ideas

▪ Discussion and 
critical thinking

▪ Input of language 
and ideas

▪ Authentic and 
relatable content



Output of language and ideas

▪ Getting students to share more (speak more)

▪ Create good conditions with a scaffolded process



Output of language and ideas

▪ Good conditions might include:

▪ Having language frames to support what I want to say

▪ Speaking with each other (not the teacher)



Language frames

▪ Q: What can you see?

▪ I can see _______________.

▪ Q: Where is the man?

▪ I think he’s (at / in / on) _______________.

▪ Q: What is he doing?  What’s happening?

▪ It looks like he’s ______________________.



Language frames

▪ Q: What are they doing?

▪ It looks like they are ___________.

▪ Q: What kind of clothes are 
they wearing?

▪ They are wearing ___________.

▪ Q: What might be happening?

▪ I think  that ____________________.



Q: What can 
you see that 
tells you they 
expected this 
to happen?

I can see_______ 
and so I think 
______________.

Q: Why might 
they be doing 
this?

I think it’s 
because 
_______________.



What are ‘student-centered’ activities?

▪ Students practice with students

▪ The teacher is ‘not in control’

▪ There is a LOT of 1-1 practice

▪ Students have freedom of choice









Benefits

▪ More opportunities to practice

▪ Better retention of learning



https://securityawarenessapp.com/
forgetting-curve/ 
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https://securityawarenessapp.com/
forgetting-curve/ 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forgetting_curve 

A representation of the forgetting curve showing 
retained information halving after each day

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forgetting_curve


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forgetting_curve 

Forgetting Curve with Spaced Repetition

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forgetting_curve


Benefits

▪ Practice is more anonymous

▪ Teachers can monitor and assist



What are ‘student-centered’ activities?

▪ Students practice with students

▪ The teacher is ‘not in control’

▪ There is a LOT of 1-1 practice

▪ Students have freedom of choice





▪ Reading and 
exploring more

A ‘virtuous cycle’

▪ Output of language 
and ideas

▪ Discussion and 
critical thinking

▪ Input of language 
and ideas

▪ Authentic and 
relatable content



Q & A
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