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▪ Course designers for a new IELTS course with 
SEUP in the RMIT Danang language center.

▪ Students struggled with reading due to:
•Not being able to understand complex 
clauses
•Not being able to link ideas in paragraphs 
together
•Not understanding vocabulary in texts
•Not understanding the overall meaning of 
texts.

• Led to the development of new academic 
reading for cohesion sessions.

—

Context 



4

RMIT Classification: Trusted

▪ Introduce what cohesion in texts is.

▪ Explain the benefits of teaching students to 

understand cohesion in texts.

▪ Share engaging mini-lessons (low prep) that 

teachers can incorporate in their classroom to 

teach students to understand cohesion in texts.

▪ These mini-lessons will focus on

1. Lexical cohesion

2. Referencing

3. Signposting 

—

Session Aims
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• The relationship between different parts of a text 

with each other, where parts are connected and 

dependent.

• Halliday and Hasan (1976) identify 2 types, 

grammatical cohesion and lexical cohesion.

• The meaning of a text is dependent on a text’s 

ability to be cohesive and to fit together as parts of 

a jigsaw do. 

• Cohesion is the glue that keeps a text together.

—

What is textual cohesion?
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What are the benefits of teaching 
our students cohesion in texts?

• Improved understanding of how words, 

clauses, sentences, and paragraphs connect. 

• Improved overall understanding of the 

meaning of a text.

• Improved writing ability. 

• Improved critical thinking capacity and ability 

to analyze texts more deeply. 
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Practice
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Mini lesson 1: 
Lexical Cohesion 
in Texts
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Lexical cohesion through substitution using 
synonyms and topic-specific vocabulary

• When a key noun or action is mentioned in a 

topic sentence or early in a paragraph, it is 

often referred back to later in the paragraph or 

text.

• This reference can be done by substituting the 

noun or phrase with synonyms and also using 

topic-specific vocabulary to expand on ideas.
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What it looks like in practice
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Recap
1. The educator provides students with a text 

with key vocabulary in the topic sentences of 
each paragraph highlighted.

2. Students work with a partner and identify all 
of the synonyms and topic-specific 
vocabulary in the paragraph (or text) that 
reference back to the keywords.

A time limit is put in place for each round.
3. The teacher then provides feedback to 
students.
4. Groups that find all of the synonyms and 
topic-specific vocabulary in a paragraph receive 
points.
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Mini lessons 2 and 3: 
Referencing using 
pronouns, common 
referencing words, and 
relative pronouns.
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Types of pronouns and 

common referencing words

• Pronominal referencing in reading refers to the use 

of pronouns to connect different parts of a text.

• Other common referencing words may also be used 
to achieve this aim.

• They help create cohesion by referencing backwards 

(and sometimes forwards) to key nouns or actions.

Emma loves her cat. She takes care of it every day.

This is what I need: a long vacation.



15

RMIT Classification: Trusted

Types of pronouns and common 

referencing words

• Subject pronouns: I, you, he, she, it, we, they

• Object pronouns: me, you, him, her, it, us, them

• Possessive adjectives: my, our, your, his, her, 

its and their

• Possessive pronouns: mine, ours, yours, his, 

hers, its and theirs

• Demonstratives: this, that, these, and those

• Others: such, the former, the latter, there, here
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What it looks like in 
practice 

This: in the future, 86% of people 
living in developed countries will live 
in cities. 

Their: cities

His: the ecologist, Dickson 
Despommier

These multiple farms: vertical farms

This use of technology: an app on a 
smartphone or tablet
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Recap
• The educator provides students with a text 

with pronouns in each paragraph highlighted.

• Students work in pairs or groups.

• Students work together and decide what each 
highlighted pronoun or referencing device is 
referring to.

A time limit is put in place for each paragraph or to 
scan the whole text.

• The teacher provides feedback. Each correct 
identified pronoun with the correct reference 
choice receives points.
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Applying this 

approach to relative 

pronouns

▪Where: In New York 

▪Who: someone
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Mini Lessons 4 and 5
Functions of cohesive 
features (Signposting 
language)

Conjunctions and 
cohesive devices
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Example 

conjunctions and 

functions 
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What it looks like in practice

How: Manner

That: explanation / 
expansion

If: condition

Rather than: 
comparison

Than: comparison
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Recap
• Students work in pairs or groups.

• Students identify the function of the 

highlighted conjunctions.

• The teacher provides feedback. Each 

correctly identified subordinating 

conjunction with the correct function 

receives points.
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Applying the approach 
to cohesive devices

• However =contrast.

• Firstly…Secondly… =order.

• Nevertheless= contrast.
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ALL ACTIVITIES

• Ask students to first scan the text for 

the feature of cohesion. 

• At the end of the task, ask students 

to write a short 1 sentence summary 

for the overall idea of the text and 

meaning of each paragraph. 

• Ask students to identify if the 

cohesive feature creates cohesion 

within sentences / between 

sentences, or between paragraphs.

How could I extend on 

these activities with 

higher level learners? 
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LEXICAL COHESION

• Ask learners to first identify the topic 

sentence and key vocabulary item.

• Use concept checking questions to 

encourage analysis of what the 

vocabulary references and topic-

vocabulary do. 

• EG: persistent is an adjective to 

describe a hard worker.

How could I extend on these activities with 

higher level learners? 
PRONOUN REFERENCING

• Include both pronouns and relative 

pronouns for additional challenge. 

SIGNPOSTING LANGUAGE 

(FUNCTIONS)

• Learners identify functions of both 

conjunctions and cohesive devices
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Final challenge

Putting it all together 
In groups, you will race your way through 3 challenges. 
There is a challenge for 

▪ Lexical cohesion

▪ Referencing 

▪ Signposting language

STEP 1: Take the challenge instructions from the 
envelope.

STEP 2: When you finish the challenge, ask for the 
answer key from the presenters. 

STEP 3: Check the answer key. 

STEP 4: Proceed to the next challenge. 
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RECAP
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Overall understanding of the text

Cohesion across the text

Between paragraphsWithin sentences Between sentences

Grammatical 

Cohesion
Lexical Cohesion

Referencing Conjunctions
Cohesive 

devices
Synonyms

Topic-specific

vocabulary
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In summary

• We have looked at what cohesion in texts is.
• How it benefits our students.
• Mini-activities that can be incorporated into 

reading lessons from elementary level and up. 

• Which of these activities do you think you will 
try?

• What challenges might you and your students 
have with these activities?

• Any questions? 
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—

Thank you
Linh Phan

Student Engagement and Administrative Officer

RMIT University Vietnam, Danang Language 

Center

linh.phanthimy@rmit.edu.vn

Jack Patrick Crean
Educator​

RMIT University Vietnam, Danang 

Language Center​

Jackpatrick.crean@rmit.edu.vn


	Slide 1: Approaches to teaching  students to understand  cohesion in texts
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 8: Practice
	Slide 9: Mini lesson 1: Lexical Cohesion in Texts
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Mini lessons 2 and 3:  Referencing using pronouns, common referencing words, and relative pronouns.
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: What it looks like in  practice 
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19:  Mini Lessons 4 and 5 Functions of cohesive features (Signposting language)  Conjunctions and cohesive devices
	Slide 21
	Slide 23: What it looks like in practice
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29: RECAP
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33: — Thank you

